
Swimming Pool Plan Review Process (new pools only)
[bookmark: _GoBack]
Provide the following to the Burlington Board of Health:

	☐
	Complete set of plans drawn to scale, showing all equipment and dimensions, 18” x 24” or larger, stamped and signed by a MA registered engineer or registered architect.

	☐	Recirculation and filtration system diagram including but not limited to, pump, filter, piping, valves, inlets, outlets, meters and gauges

	☐	Equipment schedule or all equipment identified on the plans.

	☐	Site Plan

	☐	Completed swimming pool plan review application (attached). NOTE:  if more than one pool, a separate application is needed for each pool.

	☐	Manufacturer specification sheets for all equipment (i.e. main drains, skimmers, pumps, filters, meters, etc.).

	☐	Outdoor Pools: Specification sheet for enclosure (fence and gate).



Contact the following departments for additional permits/licenses if required:

Planning Department (special permits)			781-270-1645
Building Department/Zoning (permits)			781-270-1615
Conservation (wetland requirements if applicable)		781-270-1655

 All swimming, wading and special purpose pools must be in full compliance of 105 CMR 435.000, Minimum Standards of Swimming Pools, State Sanitary Code.

Do not start any work until an approval/condition letter is received from the Burlington Board of Health. Contact the Health Agent with any questions: 781-270-1949.


Office Use:       Approved 		  Date Approved			

Comments:


Swimming Pool Plan Review Application

	Name of Pool/Facility:
	    
	
	

	Address:
	   
	
	

	Phone at facility:
	   
	
	

	Applicant’s Name
	   
	
	

	Applicant’s Title (owner, manager, etc.)
	   
	
	

	Mailing Address:
	   
	
	

	Phone Number:
	   
	
	

	Email:
	   
	
	

	Name of Owner:
	   
	
	

	Mailing Address:
	   
	
	

	Phone Number:
	   
	
	

	Business Email:
	   
	
	

	Construction Start Date:
	   
	
	

	Estimated Pool Opening Date:
	   



	Category and Pool Type:

	

	Public
	☐	Semi-Public
	☐	Indoor
	☐	Outdoor
	☐
	

	Swimming Pool
	☐	Wading Pool (< 2 ft.)
	☐	Special Purpose Pool (whirlpool/spa)
	☐
	

	Primary Use of Pool (i.e., tenant use, hotel guest use, swim school, etc.)
	   
	
	

	Type of Disinfectant:

	

	Chlorine
	☐	Bromine
	☐	Other
	☐  
	   
	
	

	Will carbon dioxide (CO2) be used as a method of pH control?
	
	Yes:
	☐	
	No:
	☐
	

	Pool Design:
	

	

	Width
	   	Length
	   	Diameter (if applicable)
	   	Volume (in gallons)
	   
	

	Depth
	   	To
	   	Total Surface Area
	   	Type of Finish (walls/floor)
	   
	

	Are there any projections into the pool? If yes, explain:
	   
	

	Non-Swimming Area – square footage (5 ft. or less)
	   	Swimming Area – square footage (over 5 ft.)
	   
	

	Water Depth Markings, Boundary Lines and Striping ; will these be tiled or painted?
	   
	

	How many ladders or step-holes into the pool?
	   	Will recessed steps be used?
	Yes:
	☐	No:
	☐
	

	Width of walkway around pool
	   	Material of Walkway?
	   
	

	Color of Pool
	   	Will Water Slides be used?
	Yes:
	☐	No:
	☐
	

	Will diving platforms, blocks or boards be used?
	Yes:
	☐	No:
	☐	If yes, how many?
	   




	

	Type of Filter Media*
	   	Square Footage of Filter Surface Area
	   
	

	*If using Diatomaceous earth filter, backwash water must be discharged through a separation tank.

	

	Flow Rate¹ (GPM)  
	  	Type of Skimmers  
	  	Number of Skimmers 
	  
	
	

	Number of return inlets  
	     	Will a balancing or float control tank be used?
	Yes:
	☐	No:
	☐
	

	Will over the rim fill spout be used?
	Yes:
	☐	No:
	☐	If yes, where will it be located?
	   
	

	Number of main drains
	   	Must be V.G.B. Pool & Spa Safety Act compliant.

	

	Enclosures Outdoor Pools:

	

	Height of fence around swimming pool
	   	Material of fence
	   
	

	Height of gate entering pool
	   	How many gates
	   	Material of gate
	   
	

	Height from ground to where self-closing latch is located on the door or gate:
	   
	

	Enclosures Indoor Pools:

	

	How many entrances into the pool area?
	
   
	Do entrances have self-closing doors?
	Yes:
	☐
	No:
	☐

	
	
	
	

	Height from ground to where self-closing latch is located on the door:
	  
	

	Lifeguards and Safety Equipment:

	

	Will lifeguards be provided?
	Yes:
	☐	No:
	☐	If yes, how many?
	   
	

	Describe the emergency communication system at the pool:
	   
	

	Wading and Special Purpose Pools (SPP):    

	

	Is there an emergency shut off pump switch which is accessible, prominently marked and within plain sight at the wading pool and/or at the SPP?   
	Yes:
	☐	No:
	☐
	

	Describe Switch Area:
	   
	

	Public Swimming Pool Requirements (public means use by anyone in the general public): 

	
	

	Is entrance to pool accessible through the bathhouse facilities only?
	Yes:
	☐	No:
	☐
	

	Separate dressing and sanitary facilities located adjacent to pool provided:

	

	How many toilets for each sex?
	Male:  	
	   	
	Female:	
	   	

	

	How many sinks for each sex?
	Male:  
	   	
	Female:  
	   	

	

	Showers with hot and cold water, how many for each sex?
	Male:     
	Female:     

	

	Hose connection provided for cleaning floors (dressing rooms, bathhouse, pool deck)?  
	Yes:
	☐	No:
	☐
	

	Designated room for emergency care of sick or injured bathers with cot and blanket?      
	Yes:
	☐	No:
	☐
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	

	¹CDC-MAHC Turnover rates: swimming pool – 6 hours or less, wading pool – 1 hour or less, SPP – 0.5 hour or less






Important Information

Pool construction shall comply with 105 CMR 435.000 Minimum Standards for Swimming Pools, State Sanitary Code. A permit to operate the pool will not be issued unless the pool is in full compliance. The pool must also be in compliance with state and local building, plumbing and electrical codes.

Please allow up to three (3) weeks for the plan review to be completed. Upon completion an approval/condition letter is mailed to the applicant and a copy mailed to the owner. Once the letter is received work may begin. 

A swimming pool permit application with appropriate fees and a workers compensation insurance affidavit will need to be completed for the pool permit. Contact this office for the application. The permit is issued upon final inspection of the swimming pool. Once the permit is issued the pool may open to the public. 

To ensure full compliance, it is highly recommended the engineer, architect and owner/operator of the swimming pool review the following sections of 105 CMR 435.000 Minimum Standards for Swimming Pools that would apply:

Enclosures (fences and gates): see 105 CMR 435.03(12) and attached letter

Water Depth Markings/Boundary Lines/Striping: see 105 CMR 435.12

Diving Regulations (if applicable): see 105 CMR 435.15

Water Slide Flumes (if applicable): see 105 CMR 435.35

Pool Supervision (REQUIRED): see 105 CMR 435.17

Lifeguard Requirements (if provided): see 105 CMR 435.23

Safety Equipment: see 105 CMR 435.24 

First Aid Kit (list of required items):  see 105 CMR 435.25(1)

Emergency Communication System: see 105 CMR 435.25(2)

Required Signage: see 105 CMR 435.22 and 435.23(2)

Chemical Standards: see 105 CMR 435.29 and 435.30 (please note the DPD test kit must be able to read combined chlorine at 0.2 ppm. Some colormetric test kits only test down to 0.5 ppm and are not acceptable in Burlington). 
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Logs: see 105 CMR 435.21(5)
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To:      Local Boards of Health
From:  Steven Hughes, Director, Community Sanitation Program    
Date:  September 22, 2005

Re:     Swimming Pool Enclosure Advisory


105 CMR 435.00 Minimum Standards for Swimming Pools
(State Sanitary Code, Chapter V)



This  Advisory  concerning   outdoor  inground  swimming   pool  enclosures  replaces  the  previous Swimming Pool Enclosure Advisory, issued by the Division of Community Sanitation on June 24, 1988. This new advisory, provided by the Community Sanitation Program (CSP) and the Department's Office of the General Counsel is intended to clarify current requirements under 105 CMR 435.00 and M.G.L. c. 140, §206 regarding required enclosures for outdoor inground public and semi-public swimming and wading pools.

In Chapter 397 of the Acts of 1975, the Legislature enacted a requirement that:   "Every semi-public outdoor inground swimming pool shall be enclosed by a fence or structure six feet in height and firmly secured at ground level." This law was amended the following year in Chapter 253 of the Acts of 1976 which is codified at Massachusetts General Laws c. 140, §206 (hereafter, the "Act').    The Act, as it currently reads, has the following provision concerning  enclosures for both public  and semi-public outdoor inground swimming and wading pools:

Every public and semi-public outdoor inground swimming pool shall be enclosed by a fence six feet in height and firmly secured at ground level provided that any board or stockade fence or structure shall be at least five feet in height, but if over five feet in height, the fence shall be chain link. Such enclosure, including gates therein, shall not be less than six feet above the ground, and any gate shall be self­ latching with latches placed  four feet above  the ground  or otherwise made  inaccessible from the outside to children up to eight years of age. Such enclosure shall be constructed of such material and maintained so as not to permit any opening in said enclosure, other than a gate, wider than three inches at any point along the enclosure.

The relevant section of the swimming pool regulations (hereafter, the "Regulations") on pool enclosures
[105 CMR 435.03(12)] states the following:

(12)   The operator  of every  swimming  pool,  wading  or special  purpose  pool  shall  provide  and maintain adequate  enclosures to prevent  animals  and  unauthorized  persons  from entering  the pool area.


(a)  All outdoor  inground  swimming,  wading  or special purpose  pools constructed before October 2, 1975 shall be enclosed by a firmly secured fence of at least four feet in height. All gates into the pool area shall be self-latching  with latches placed  four feet above ground level or otherwise made inaccessible to children up to eight years of age.

(b)  All  outdoor  inground  swimming,  wading  or  special  purpose  pools  constructed  after October 2, 1975 shall be enclosed by a fence six feet in height and firmly secured at ground level provided  that any board or stockade  fence or structure shall be at least five feet in height, but if over five feet in height, the fence shall be chain link. Such enclosure, including gates therein, shall not be less than six feet above the ground, and any gate shall be self­ latching with latches placed four feet above the ground or otherwise made inaccessible from the outside to children up to eight years of age. Such enclosure shall be constructed of such material and maintai1_1ed so as not to permit any opening in said enclosure,  other than a gate, wider than three inches at any point along the enclosure.     (M.G.L. c. 140, § 206)

Pools constructed prior to the effective date of the Act [October 2, 1975] are subject to a grandfather clause which exempts such pools from the enclosure requirements of the Act provided that such pools "were constructed in conformity with·the local building code and the state sanitary code, and provided further, that said fences or structures shall be not less than four feet in height and anchored into ground or base." [St. 1975, c. 397, §2; St. 1976, c. 253, §2.]

For all outdoor inground public or semi-public swimming and wading pools constructed after October 2,
1975, full compliance with the Act and regulations is required.  While the Act is somewhat ambiguous and  contradictory  regarding  the requirements  for pool enclosures, the  CSP provides  the following
guidance  based on a reasonable interpretation of the Act in order to assist local Boards of Health in enforcing compliance with the pool enclosure requirements:

1.  All outdoor  inground    public and semi-public  swimming  and wading  pools  must be completely enclosed by:

(a) A chain link fence at least 6 feet in height; or

(b)  A board or stockade fence exactly 5 feet in height; or

(c)  A combination of an approved fence (a or b above) and a structure (such as a building) that is at least 5 feet in height.

2.   Although not mandated by the Act, all outdoor public and semi-public special purpose pools must comply with the same enclosure requirements (1a, 1b or 1c above), pursuant to the Regulations.

3.   Pools constructed prior to October 2, 1975, which are exempt from the enclosure requirements of the Act, must comply with the enclosure requirements (1a,1b or 1c above) if the fence is replaced.

·4.   All entrances/gates into pool areas must be the same height as the fence and equipped with self­ latching devices placed 4 feet above the ground or otherwise made inaccessible from the outside to children up to 8 years old. An entrance from a structure (such as a building) directly into the pool area is only permitted if the entrance has a doorway with a self-latching device placed 4 feet above the ground.

5.   Pools must be completely enclosed by the fence and/or structure to ensure that individuals do not have access to the pool from any areas other than the entrance/gate.

6.   No  opening  in  the enclosure,  other  than  the  gate  (when  open),  can  be  wider  than  3 inches
(including the space between the fence and the ground).

7.   All indoor public and semi-public swimming,  wading and special purpose pools must comply with the requirements outlined at 105 CMR 435.03(12)(c).

Local Boards of Health  cannot grant  variances for  outdoor inground public and semi-public swimming and wading pool fences.  Since these  requirements are governed by statute, local Boards  of Health  and the  Department of  Public Health  do  not  have  authority to vary  any  of these provisions regarding pool enclosures.
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