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Wading Pool Maintenance 
Pollution Prevention Procedure

      

Description

  

The primary pollutant of concern in municipal swimming pool water is 
chlorine or chloramine used as a disinfectant. This water, if discharged to the 
storm drain system, can be toxic to aquatic life. In ponds, the pollutants of 
concern are chemical algaecides that are added to control algae mainly for 
aesthetic reasons (visual and odor). Following the procedures noted in this 
fact sheet will reduce the pollutants in this discharge   

Suggested Protocols  

Wading Pool   

 

Do not use copper-based algaecides. Control algae with chlorine or other 
alternatives, such as sodium bromide.  

 

Do not discharge water to a street or storm drain when draining pools or 
fountains; discharge to the sanitary sewer if permitted to do so. If water 
is dechlorinated with a neutralizing chemical or by allowing chlorine to 
dissipate for a few days (do not use the facility during this time), the 
water may be recycled/reused by draining it gradually onto a landscaped 
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area. Water must be tested prior to discharge to ensure that chlorine is 
not present.  

 
Provide drip pans or buckets beneath drain pipe connections to catch 
leaks. This will be especially pertinent if pool or spa water that has not 
been dechlorinated is pumped through piping to a discharge location.  

 

Never clean a filter in the street or near a storm drain.   

 

Dispose of cartridge filters properly.  If rinsing, wash onto a dirt area, and 
spade filter residue into soil.  

 

Provide and maintain trash receptacles near wading pool to hold refuse 
generated by the public.  

 

Increase trash collection during peak visitation months (generally June, 
July and August)  

 

Provide fencing around dumpsters   

Training  

 

Train maintenance personnel to test chlorine levels and to apply 
neutralizing chemicals.  

 

Train personnel regarding proper maintenance of pools and ponds.   

Spill Response and Prevention  

 

Have spill cleanup materials readily available and in a known location.  

 

Cleanup spills immediately and use dry methods if possible.  

 

Properly dispose of spill cleanup material.     


