PET WASTE AND WATER QUALITY

What Is Storm Water Pollution?

When rain flows over streets and other surfaces, it picks up pollutants and carries

them into the storm water conveyance (“storm drain”) system. This system is
designed to prevent flooding by t ransporting water
away from developed areas.

However, this water is not filtered or treated, and all
the contaminants it contains eventually flow to our
streams and wetlands.

Once there, polluted runoff can harm wildlife and habitats. Pet wastes are a mong
the many common storm water pollutants that can degrade water quality.

Other examples include paint, oil, automative fluids, construction debris, yard
waste, pesticides, litter, pool chemicals, and dirty

Why Is It So Important To Pick Up After Your Pet?

During rainfall, pet waste left on lawns, trails and sidewalks washes into storm
drains. These wastes and the pathogens they contain (bacteria, parasites, and
viruses) end up flowing directly into streams and wetlands where they can harm
human heal th and the environment.

As pet wastes decompose, they

demand a high level of oxygen from
water. This demand can kill fish and
plant life by reducing the amount of
dissolved oxygen available to them.

This contamination can make people
sick with sore throats, intestinal
problems, rashes, nausea, and eye
and ear infections.

Dangers of pet waste if not handled properly:

e Spreads diseases between pets.
¢ Infects children and adults with disease -causing bacteria and parasites.
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When pet waste is disposed of improperly, not only does water quality and



