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   MOTOR VEHICLE ABATEMENTS

If an owner of a motor vehicle thinks they are entitled to an adjustment of there bill, it is strongly recommended that the bill is paid in full, then contact the Assessors office for an abatement.

Abatements can be filed for the following reasons:

• If the owner believes the valuation is incorrect.  The value should be disputed with the Registry of Motor Vehicle. Except for trailers, we will need to see the registration, (which shows the weight).

( If the vehicle was sold during the year in which it is being taxed and the registration was properly cancelled.  The seller must return the plates to the Registry of Motor Vehicle and you must get rid of the vehicle in order to qualify for an abatement)
• If the vehicle is traded and the plates are transferred. It is recommended to pay the bill and file for abatement.  We will need a copy of the registration for the new vehicle.

• If the vehicle owner moved out of state and registered the vehicle in that other state, and cancelled the registration in Massachusetts.  We need a copy of the new registration from the new State. The plates must also be returned to the Registry of Motor Vehicles (this will prevent a bill issued next year) and obtain a return plate receipt

• If the vehicle owner moves within Massachusetts.  The owner must pay the excise to the town in which the vehicle was registered on January 1. (You need to change your registration at the Registry within 30 days of your move so your new City or Town will pick you up for the following year).

•  If the vehicle is stolen.  We need a copy of the lost/stolen receipt (C-19) from the Registry of Motor Vehicles.

• If the vehicle is a lease car. The lease company should apply for abatement.

