


BURLINGTON SCHOOL COMMITTEE 
MINUTES OF JULY 13, 2010 

 
Chairman Christine Monaco called this meeting of the School Committee to order at 7:30 p.m. in the School Committee 
Room, Administration Offices, 123 Cambridge Street, Burlington, Massachusetts.  Present: Mr. Thomas F. Murphy Jr., 
Mr. Stephen Nelson  and Mr. Michael DeSimone.  Mr. John L. Vanella absent. Superintendent Eric Conti also in 
attendance.  

 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES Moved by Mr. Murphy and seconded by Mr. DeSimone to approve 

minutes of 6/22/10; motion carried 3-0-1; Mrs. Monaco abstained. 
  
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION None. 
  
INFORMATION/REPORTS 
      Ways & Means 

Absent. 

       Subcommittee Reports None. 
       Technology – Infrastructure Update Principal Larkin reported that the wireless installation at the high 

school is complete, switches are arriving, and installation at the 
other five schools is beginning.  The high school will progress to a 
wireless laptop environment.  A 1-to-1 environment is expected for 
the fall of 2011.  This year the focus will be on every teacher 
having a laptop and curriculum development. An implementation 
team at the high school has been created.  They will analyze new 
tools available for technology, funds for curriculum development, 
selection of technical platforms, and how to fund it.  Principal 
Larkin referenced the article Teaching & Learning with Social 
Media in the June/July issue of MFA Today1 regarding using new 
technology in the classroom.    He noted that on his blog there are 
bookmarks for 1-to-1 websites.   
 
Dr. Conti stated that Varsity Field is being prepared to begin 
laying drainage pipes under the field, the project is due to finish in 
late fall, and home football games will be played at Woburn. 
 

        Communication – Allergy Policy Dr. Conti noted that a group of parents has met to discuss an 
allergy policy, reviewed other districts policies, and existing 
practices were reviewed.   A nurse supervisor has been hired and 
she will also make recommendations, particularly for more acute 
allergies. Potential allergy policies will be discussed with the 
School Committee in upcoming School Committee meetings, 
 

        Instruction - RtI The Superintendent commented that a four-day workshop was held 
in June for elementary principals, pupil services staff, and reading 
staff to evaluate:  elementary changes and tiered instruction, what 
worked, what needs to be changed, and student growth data was 
also reviewed.  A grant from the DESE in the amount of $15,000 
has been awarded to the district for System of Tiered Instruction 
Planning and Designing with funds largely to be utilized for the 
purchase of technology2. 
 

OLD BUSINESS The four elementary principals presented their individual School 

                                                 
1 Teaching & Learning with Social Media – June/July 2010 issue MassTeacher.org 
2 July 6, 2010 grand award letter from DESE - $15,000 System of Tiered Instruction Planning & Designing 



 -2- July 13, 2010 
   

     School Improvement Plans Improvement Plans for 2009-10 at the previous School Committee 
meeting.  Moved by Mr. DeSimone and seconded by Mr. Murphy 
to approve the four 2009-10 elementary school improvement plans; 
motion carried 4-0-0. 
 

     Renaming Fogelberg Auditorium - 
     First Reading 

A request has been received to rename Fogelberg Auditorium to 
the Fogelberg Performing Arts Center.  The proposed name change 
would primarily reflect the change from an auditorium to a 
professional performance venue that hosts plays, recitals, concerts, 
etc.  As this is a first reading, the School Committee will take this 
recommendation under advisement and vote at the August meeting.

  
NEW BUSINESS 
     Contract for Design Services for 
     Marshall Simonds Middle School 

Dr. Conti stated that, in 2002, KBA was approved as the designer 
of the Marshall Simonds Middle School by the School Building 
Authority and asked the Committee to renew the vote appointing 
KBA as the designer for the current middle school project. Moved 
by Mr. Murphy and seconded by Mr. Nelson to authorize 
Superintendent Conti to approve the contract with KBA for design 
services for the Marshall Simonds Middle School; motion carried 
4-0-0.  It’s anticipated that the Owners Project Manager Selection 
Subcommittee will make a recommendation to the School 
Committee by the end of July.  Meetings for the MSMS Building 
Committee should begin in August and design plans for the project 
need to be submitted to the Planning Board.  The CM at risk 
process as opposed to the design/bid build process will be 
researched and presented at a School Committee meeting in 
September. 

  
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION None. 

 
EXECUTIVE SESSION Moved by Mr. Nelson and seconded by Mr. Murphy at 8:55 p.m. 

to go into executive session to approve minutes and discuss 
contract negotiations.  Motion carried 4-0-0.  Mr. Murphy, aye; 
Mr. Nelson, aye; Mr. DeSimone, aye; Mrs. Monaco, aye. 
 

ADJOURNMENT Moved by Mr. Nelson and seconded by Mr. Murphy at 10:00 p.m. 
to adjourn the meeting.  Motion carried 4-0-0. 

 
Respectfully submitted,  

 
 

Sharon D. Gilbert       Date submitted:  7/13/10 
Recording Secretary       Date approved:  7/13/10 
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